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Brightly dawns The Mikado 
The antics of Ko-Ko, 
Nanki-Poo, Yum-Yum and 
the citizens of Titipu 
were on display in the 
new amphitheater 
October 1 4- 1 5  when the 
Furman Opera Theater 
presented Gilbert and 
Sull ivan's The Mikado, 
directed by music 
professor Bruce 
Schoonmaker '73. 
Located near the Bell  
Tower on the lake's 
northern shore, the 
amphitheater provided a 
stunning setting for the 
l ight-hearted opera. The 
spectacular weather and 
appreciative crowds 
didn't hurt, either. 
Honorary degrees awarded to Hendricks, Lesesne 
Fall convocation September 13  marked the beginning of Furman's 
I 75th year and served as a forum to honor two outstanding leaders. 
Ralph S.  Hendricks, a two-term Furman trustee, and Joab 
Mauldin Lesesne, Jr., president emeritus of Wofford College, were 
awarded honorary degrees. Hendricks received the Doctor of 
Humanities degree in recognition of his stellar achievements in 
business and his leadership in civic and educational endeavors. 
Lesesne was awarded the Doctor of Laws for his service to higher 
education and his steadfast advocacy of the value of the liberal arts 
and sciences. 
A native of Greenvil le County, Hendricks is owner of a suc­
cessful builders supply and hardware business in Simpsonville, a 
town he served as mayor from 1 975 to 1 987. The Chamber of 
Commerce honored him as the Simpsonville Builder of the Year 
in 1 986 and as Citizen of the Year in 1 988, and he was named to 
the South Carolina Housing Hall of Fame in 1 997. Hendricks and 
his wife, Marion, are founding members of Furman's Partners 
program, having established the Hendricks-Hillcrest Scholarship 
and the Ralph Hendricks Scholarship. 
Lesesne was president of Wofford College from 1 972 until his 
retirement this summer. A graduate of Erskine College, he earned 
his master's and Ph.D. degrees in history from the University of 
South Carolina. He began his career at Wofford in 1 964 as an 
assistant professor of history and moved into the administration 
three years later. In 1 972, at the age of 34, he was named Wofford's 
ninth president. A member of numerous academic organizations, 
he was the first Southerner to chair the board of the National 
Association of Independent Colleges and Universities. 
During the convocation, it was also announced that two Furman 
faculty members have been named to endowed professorships. 
John Wheeler has been appointed to a two-year term as the 
Henry Keith and Ellen Hard Townes Associate Professor of Chem­
istry. The chair was endowed by Charles Hard Townes, Nobel 
laureate of the Class of 1 935, in honor of his parents, and is awarded 
to a member of the science faculty. Wheeler, who joined the 
chemistry department in 1 99 1 ,  earned his undergraduate degree 
from Georgetown College and his Ph.D. from the University of 
Cincinnati. 
Judith E. Grise!, a member of the psychology faculty since 
1 997, is the first recipient of the Herman N.  Hipp University 
Professorship. Endowed by the family of Herman N. Hipp, the 
professorship is a three-year appointment to support junior faculty 
members of extraordinary promise in any academic department. 
Grise!, a graduate of Florida Atlantic University, completed her 
master's and doctoral work at the University of Colorado. 
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